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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES 


TENTH ANNUAL MEETING, HELD IN BOALT HALL, UNIVERSITY 
OF CALIFORNIA JUNE 3-5, 1915. 
MINUTES* 


l'irst Session, JUNE 3, 1915 ar 2.30 P. M. 


President Lien called the meeting to order and called attention to the 
absence of the Secretary, Miss G. E. Woodard who was unable to leave her 
work in Ann Arbor. 

On motion of A. J. Small, duly seconded, Mr. F. O. Poole was chosen 
Acting Secretary. 

The President then introduced Robert C. Owens of the San Francisco Law 
Library who addressed the meeting as follows: 

Mr. President and Members of this Association: 

Welcome has become a watchword on the Pacific Coast. And if the occa- 
sion for so many gatherings of purposeful men and women has made the word 
seem a bit stereotyped, a bit overworked, I beg you not to doubt its genuineness, 
for we sincerely welcome you to our home and to our hospitality. 

California will always be glad to entertain you. Still young, with youth’s 
enthusiasm, she will gladly tell you of her brave adventurers and show you 
her pretty toys. But on this occasion you need not be bored ‘with merely 
local games. The constructive blocks, the fascinating puzzle pictures, the 
wondrous fairyland, are yours as well as ours—you shared in the planning and 
the making, and the result is yours also to enjoy. 

Yet there is much that is wholly ours, of which we are justly proud, and to 
which you are equally welcome. But on these features I will not dwell. Better 
that the handiwork of nature and the handiwork of man, speak to you in 
their own eloquent way. Ours is the pleasure if you are pleased, and I feel 
that you will be pleased, for although remotely situated, our tastes cannot be 
so dissimilar. Time has annihilated the distances that separate us. The prairie 
schooner is now on exhibition to those who come by Gatun Locks. The wild 
west and the effete east are now meaningless expressions. Our tastes and 
our tasks are one. 

But this convention, which I have the honor to address, is not, I apprehend, 
strictly social, not wholly pleasure bent. It has a serious purpose as well. Your 


* Papers and reports presented at the Tenth Annual Meeting not included in the Minutes will appear 
in subsequent numbers of the Law Library Journal. 
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function in a great profession is an essential one. It has been said that law and 
order are the only pedestals that will support a statue of liberty. Is it not you who 
furnish the bricks and mortar for the foundation that supports those pedestals? 
It has been said that the practice of law is war, that the trial of a case is battle. 
Is it not you who render first aid to the injured? You, who listen to his delirium? 
You who bring up the ordnance and munitions? 

You need not belittle your rank in the service. This convention needs no 
apology. Its purpose is for usefulness. Its presence is an honor to its host, 
I again bid you welcome, welcome to the University of California, welcome 
to the City of San Francisco, welcome to the sunkissed western coast. 

George S. Godard, introduced by the President responded thanking 
Mr. Owens for his welcome and on behalf of the members present expressed 
general appreciation of the reception and the cordiality which made all feel 
at home 

C. Will Shaffer added a few words in the form of an original dialect poem 
which was much appreciated. 

President Lien then spoke as follows: 


Ladies and Gentlemen—Fellow Librarians: 

It is the custom in this, as in other organizations of similar nature, for the 
president to deliver a so-called president's address, and he is expected to do this, 
whether or not he feels that he has anything of special importance as a basis for 
his remarks. Following, therefore, this time-honored custom, as has been done 
by my predecessors in office, I shall, at this time, say a few words which may be 
appropriate to the occasion. 

For the second time in its history this Association meets on the Pacific coast, 
in the great State of California, surrounded by all the evidences of the prosperity 
and plenty of a land at peace with all the world. When we contrast the turmoil, 
strife and bloodshed incident to the terrible war now raging in foreign lands 
with the peaceful activity witnessed on every hand throughout the length and 
breadth of this great Republic, we may well feel a thrill of joy and thankful- 
ness, that our country has escaped the horrors of war and famine, and that 
we are permitted to go our ways in safety. 

Some of us who were present at the meeting at Pasadena in 1911, remember- 
ing how thoroughly we enjoyed that meeting, are especially glad to be here 
again this year. I am sorry the attendance is not larger. It is unfortunate that 
our meeting was not held a little later, so that college and university librarians 
could attend in larger numbers. Commencement, and other matters incident 
to the closing of the school year, made it difficult for such librarians to get 
away, and I hope that our next meeting may be held at a more convenient 
time for them. 

This is a very special occasion, it being the tenth annual meeting of the 
Association. As you remember, it was organized at Narragansett Pier in 
1906. Of the librarians who at that time assisted in the organization, some 
have gone into other lines of work, others have passed to the great beyond, 
others, I am glad to say, are here today to assist in the proceedings of this, the 
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tenth annual meeting of the Association which they helped to launch, and to 
which they have given much thought and labor. No doubt, they who have 
been so intimately connected with the association during the entire decade 
of its existence could give us an interesting recital of difficulties overcome, 
of successes achieved, and of occasional disappointments. 

Ten years is but a short time. It is, however, long enough to furnish a 
criterion of the usefulness’ of an organization. Is the American Association of 
Law Libraries worth while? Has it accomplished anything worth while? Are the 
law libraries of this country better as a result of these meetings? Do they 
render better service to the Bench and Bar, to the courts, to the legislators, 
to the public? Are we, as librarians, more efficient as a result of this organi- 
zation and of its work? If these questions must be answered in the negative, 
then the Association has wholly failed of its purpose and ought to be dis- 
banded. On the other hand, if the answer to any or all of them is in the affirm- 
ative, then something has been accomplished, and the Association ought to 
continue and the attendance ought to increase. I feel safe in saying that all 
the questions, as propounded, may truthfully be answered with an emphatic 
“Yes.” | know that the library with which I am connected is giving better 
service to its patrons as a result of this organization, and I am sure the same 
is true of all the libraries which belong to the Association, and some which 
are not members, but have been influenced by its work. 

We have come together and discussed ways and means of doing library work; 
we have learned efficiency by comparing methods; we have made it evident that 
law librarians are, or ought to be, members of a profession rather than job holders 
or custodians of books. Asa result, too, more is expected of us. The up to date 
law library of today must be more than a mere collection of law books. It must 
be a storehouse of available information, with special stress laid on “available.” 
The demand for information on legal, legislative, economic and social ques- 
tions is constantly increasing, and the law librarian is more and more expected 
and required to know where the information may be found, and to have it 
at hand. I believe this change is just beginning, and that the law library of 
the future will be drawn upon for information to an extent not dreamed of 
ten years ago. I am glad we have on our program a paper on The Law 
Library of the Future. I hope it may draw forth discussion as to how we, as 
law librarians, may best meet the needs and demands of the future. Even 
today most of the larger libraries are gathering material on various subjects 
considered from the administrative, rather than the strictly legal, standpoint. 
We are all interested in material on Public Utilities, on Conservation, on Care 
of Defectives and Delinquents, on Suppression of Vice, and numerous other 


subjects of public interest. 

Recognizing, then, the value of the Association to us as law librarians, and 
to the public which we serve, it seems to me that we ought to have a larger 
membership and a greatly increased attendance. If the governing boards of 
the various law libraries realize the importance to a librarian and his library 
of keeping in touch with advanced library ideas and methods, they would see 
that time and money spent in attending library meetings are not wasted, but 
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are in the nature of an investment certain to pay large dividends in the form 
of increased library-efficiency. Everyone, at all familiar with its work, must 
admit that this Association has accomplished many things of practical value 
to the law library world. I need only mention the publication of the Quarterly 
Index and the Journal, and especially the bibliographies in the latter. I believe 
more work in that line ought to be done. We need a Check List of Legal 
Periodicals. I find frequently that a list of this *kind would be of great 
assistance. I hope that one may be published some day. The same applies to 
Bar Association Reports. We have Rawle’s list in manuscript, but it ought 
to be completed and printed, so as to be generally available. 

Check lists and bibliographies are extremely important, and each new one 
that appears, if complete and reliable, is hailed with delight by the alert libra- 
rian, even though it may cover a very limited field. 

This is work that our Association ought to do as early as ways and means 
can be found. 

I have found some difficulty in obtaining laws passed by the various 
legislatures, in advance of the regular publication, which is usually from three 
to nine months after the close of the legislative session. I am sure all of you 
have at times had urgent calls for laws of other states while the legislatures 
were still in session, and have found, as I have, that in many cases the only 
way such laws were obtainable was by typewritten copies, at some expense 
and after considerable delay. 

It seems to me that we might well take up this matter throvgh a com- 
mittee, and see if we cannot secure more uniformity and better service. I 
have inquired of the various states as to their svstem of advance publication 
and, from replies received, have gathered some information, more or less 
accurate. I find that some states do print the laws in advance sheets as they 
are finally passed. Wisconsin does this, and the advance sheets bear the 
chapter numbers as they later appear in the permanent volume. Washington 
does the same, and in addition the advance sheets are paged consecutively 
to correspond with the permanent volume. Advance sheets are also issued 
in Alabama, Massachusetts, Nevada, New York, Oklahoma, and Pennsylvania; 
and possibly in some others. The laws are published in newspaper form, 
promptly at the close of the session, in Minnesota, Maine, North Carolina, 
Vermont, and some of them in Iowa. North Dakota issues a temporary volume 
soon after the session closes, which is sold at $1.00. From this information, 
which is incomplete and possibly not very accurate, it appears that in many 
states no printed copy of the laws is obtainable for some months after the 
close of the session, and I think it would be within the sphere of our activities 
to urge advance sheet publication in all the states, and I would recommend 
that a committee be appointed to obtain definite and accurate information, 
and then take such action as may be deemed advisable. 

Another matter of interest to us is a change in the system of designating 
law reports. You have noticed that a number of sets, during the past year, 
have been designated as “1915A,” “1915B,” and so on. So far there have 
been only a few sets so numbered, but now is the time to consider whether 
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or not we favor the change. Our attitude will have considerable influence in 
determining whether or not this system shall be adopted generally. Person- 
ally, I do not favor the change. I think it is liable to be confusing, that it 
tends to lengthen citations, and make them awkward and confusing, and 
that it increases the chance of errors by about 50 per cent. I wrote to one of 
the firms which has made the change, asking why, but so far have not received 
a reply. The Lawyers’ Co-operative Publishing Company, in making the 
change in the L. R. A., gave three reasons, the first being that the citation 
would “always show the year of publication,” which is true, but of very 
little importance. It makes but little difference whether the case is published 
in 1914 or 1915. The second reason was that it would shorten the citation. 
This is not the case, even with the L. R. A. N. S., for “53 L. R. A., N.S. 1” 
contains eight characters, while “L. R. A., 1915A, 1” contains nine char- 
acters. Much less is it true of the Public Utilities Reports, “1 P. U. R. 1” 
containing five characters, while the new system, P. U. R. 1915A, 1, contains 
nine. The third reason assigned is “to make citation simple’, and I submit 
that it works just the contrary. 

It was also stated that the system has been in use many years in England, 
which is hardly accurate, the only instance, as far as I know, at all similar 
is the citation of the Law Reports by the year,.court, and volume, and my 
experience has been that more mistakes are made in citing that series than 
in citing any of the other English Reports. 

At our meeting last year, and at previous meetings, we have had some 
discussion on thin paper editions of law books. I have noted with pleasure 
the reduction in size of the volumes of the National Reporter System. By 
the use of comparatively thin paper, the volumes of this set have been so 
reduced in size that a 1100 page volume occupies only 1% inch of shelf space. 

I have been requested to lay before the meeting the question of having 
again a committee on Exchange of Duplicates. As you remember, we had a 
committee which did a great deal of work, but the results were not such as 
to seem to warrant its continuance. However, I mention it at this time so 
that action may be taken if it is thought advisable. 

The Committee, having in charge the preparation of a program for this 
meeting, had an unusual number of adverse circumstances to overcome. It is 
greatly to their credit that the difficulties were surmounted, and a_ splendid 
program prepared. Let us all profit by their suggestion, and join in the 
discussions with “promptness, snap, and vim,” and thus make the meeting as 
successful and interesting as it ought to be. 


On motion by A. J. Small, it was resolved that a committee of three be 
appointed by the chair to take under consideration the recommendations of 
the President and report to the Association at a later meeting. 

The President announced the Committee as follows: A. J. Small, Miss 
Frances A. Davis, E. H. Redstone. 

The President read a letter from T. L. Cole, chairman of the Committee 
on Pagination of Books, stating that the Committee was not ready to report 
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because it had not been feasible to hold any meetings during the year, and 
recommending that the Committee be continued and the membership be so 
arranged that three members thereof would be residents of Washington, D. C. 

On motion by C. Will Shaffer it was resolved that the letter of Mr. Cole 
be accepted as the report of the Committee, that the Committee be continued, 
and that the membership be increased to five, three of whom should be resi- 
dents of Washington City. 

There was presented a letter from O. J. Field, chairman of the Committee 
on Latin American Law Books, stating that owing to circumstances beyond 
his control the Committee could make no report beyond the recommendation 
that E. M. Borchard of the Library of Congress, who was making a trip 
through Latin American countries, be made chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Shaffer it was voted to receive this letter as the report 
of the Committee, to continue the Committee and to authorize the President 
to make such changes in the personnel thereof as seemed te him best. 

The President then stated that as the mails had failed to bring matter 
necessary for the report of the Treasurer, the presentation thereof would be 
postponed until the second session, and the balance of the session would be 
devoted to the consideration of the addresses and papers on the order of 
business. 

F. O. Poole of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York then 
spoke on “Foreign Law Books and How to Secure Them.” 

Dr. G. E. Wire of the Worcester County ( Mass.) Law Librarv, presented 
a paper on “Differing Functions of Law Libraries.” 

A. J. Small of the State Law Library of Iowa read a paper on “Law 
Library Essentials.” 

The President then stated that it was the custom of the chair to appoint 
an Auditing Committee and a Nominating Committee of three each, whose 
duty it should be to report at a later session. There being no objection to this 
and no suggestion of a different procedure, the President announced the two 
Committees as follows: 

Auditing Committee: C. Will Shaffer, G. E. Wire, Miss Carrie L. Dailey. 

Nominating Committee: G. S. Godard, M. J. Ferguson, Miss Frances 

A. Davis. 

On motion of G. E. Wire, the Acting-Secretary was directed to send a 
telegram of greeting and thanks of those present to Miss G. E. Woodard, 
the Secretary of the Association, who was unavoidably absent from the 


s 


meeting. 

On motion of G. S. Godard, the Acting-Secretary was directed to tele- 
graph J. L. Gillis, the State Librarian of California, expressing the thanks of 
the Association for his help in making the meeting a success and the hearty 
wish that his illness which had interrupted his efforts would speedily be over- 
come and he be restored to health. 

Miss Eloise B. Cushing, of the Alameda County Law Library, trans- 
mitted to those present the cordial invitation of her trustees to inspect the 
library, which invitation was gratefully accepted by the President on behalf 
of the Association. 
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On motion of C. Will Shaffer it was voted that when this session of the 
Association adjourned it adjourn to meet as a separate organization at 9 
A.M. on June 5 in the same place. 

Mr. Shaffer announced that the Bancroft-Whitney Company had cordially 
invited the members to a luncheon at the Cliff House, San Francisco, early 
in the afternoon of June 7 to be preceded by an auto ride about the city, and 
followed by such other attentions as might seem in order. 

The President on behalf of those present accepted this invitation with 
thanks. 

There being no further business, the President declared the session ad- 
journed as above voted, calling attention at the same time to the joint meeting 


on the following day in California Hall, with the National Association of State 
Libraries. 

SECOND SEssion, JUNE 5, 1915 at 9 A.M. 
President Lien called the meeting to order. 


Ik. H. Redstone, Treasurer of the Association made his annual report 


as follows: 
Boston, Mass., JUNE 3, 1915. 


To the American Association of Law Libraries: 
Your treasurer respectfully submits the following report of receipts and 
expenditures during the last vear to the closing of accounts May 15, 1915: 


RECEIPTS 


Balance an te Pee 22, TSG sw. ccc ccncsneksccssacdaudesencens $ 376.79 
Reccne SHE GIB. 5 oc i dias vce cc nace cedascddeebeesewssseiseeee 162.00 
Hi. We. Wits CN. 6.5 5 ven sitios cc scicuvs ctw eevee Te 650.00 
Moose CE AMEE. icc 6.6 cttin bso s de tideecndkesnadinnsee eae 3.34 
Alameda Commty Law Lataey. 005 .sccsevdcccnntinnssaceetauccen 4.00 
W.. B. Clete Be CO. ko 6 6 000 0's0+cneseucsenc wiekacedeannecens 10.00 
TMOG no ivcaaecl du nee 65nees snuetesgegegaqmee teehee conan 1.10 

DOO as vinnie teil s dabainnS cree nes berks thee eae $1,207.23 

EXPENDITURES 

i. We Ween CR 6 ons cc ki readesncnndencsesssetncdeenioneees 677.84 
Feotesieks W.. SOEs 650 cic deadocvnscasactdecsvavessecusaesecrees 240.00 
Ge. Be. WOM inna oo 5 66 6000504 44iua bce tencees )anedeesenenanee 14.72 
HT, Wh. Wie SOI ox ose cbces cine deeinsdendvnsnecetreenl 10.00 
L. Cy BD bdaennndecssesesconseccveecdsacaesuneentaaanes ones 2.00 
Stenographing four copies of minutes of Annual Meeting, 1914........ 25.00 
vitae Gee SOUROIIEE oak cone cnd a 6p inn dndesndcecenenéesetsctaroes 14.50 
Stamps, express charges, letter-books, etc...........: eee eee cence eens 13.80 
Exchamee chataes Of) GOUIB. oc 5 ss diccles cece ct cn wieeaevsessenesany 2.50 

Tete kb dca snk dd sdecnrdiacsetsss cee 
Balance on hand with State Street Trust Co., Boston, Mass........... $200.87 


Respectfully submitted, 
Epwarp H. REpsTONE, 
Treasurer. 
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The Auditing Committee having completed their examination of the 
Treasurer's report and papers between the sessions reported as follows: 


BERKELEY, CAL., JUNE 5, 1915. 
To the Officers and Members of the American Association of Law Libraries: 
We, your Committee on Auditing, certify that we have examined the records 
of the Treasurer and find the report as made by Mr. Redstone to this Associa- 
tion to be correct, and it is therefore approved. 
(Signed) G. E. Wire. 
Carri—E L. DAILey. 
C. WiLL SHAFFER. 


On motion this report and that of the Auditing Committee were approved 


and ordered on file. 


The Treasurer also read the following statement of The H. W. Wilson Co., 


Business Managers of the Index to Legal Periodicals and Law Library Journal. 


INDEX TO LEGAL PERIODICALS AND LAW LIBRARY JOURNAL 
STATEMENT OF SALES AND RECEIPTS 








Total Amount of Subscriptions Paid .....2............ $901.00 

Total Amount of Advertising Paid ................... 219.37 

Total Amount of Annuals and Single Copies Paid ..... 70.50 $1,190.87 

Total Amount of Subscriptions Due ................... $70.00 

Total Amount of Annuals and Single Copies Due ...... 18.00 88.00 
BE EE hdacenvecesdpes ees sensy ndeiadees sé engenne $1,278.87 


CHARGES AND CREDITS 





1914 Charges 1914 Credits 

April 23. 500 Journals .... $302.21 PEP bi ct bvodenasdndbale $ 63.00 
June 25 1000 Envelopes .. 4.15 2 ee errr TT Ter 363.97 
June 25 500 Journals .... 120.61 
Aug. 27 Postage .... 8&2 1915 
Aug. 27 500 Journals .... 159.25 DE Wevadéaensadaicaccuen 313.87 
Nov. 30 500 Journals .... 153.80 

$740.84 $740.84 


CHECKS SENT TO TREASURER 


cs cals bth ne dens cokes eer seen senses ceen as $eaunneee $200.00 
Nt BEE ee Pe ne re ee en eae ere eee 250.00 
Se ee ce ee el be aki eee 200.00 


$650.00 





the 


“ds 


la- 


zal 





AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES 17 


COMMISSIONS EARNED 


For 11 months $697.50. Proportionately $741.27 as basis for sales for year 
to May 22, 1913, or through volume 6. 


ee OE ee er eS ee ee $1,190.87 
Deduct Amount Equivalent to Previous Year........... 741.27 
$449.60 
Commmianten Ctr G7 GRids GO BOW 6 9.6 i ccc s cvnsscendsivetes shestenwenl $119.19 
Comesineint: C0 GGe Ge BIG sci s ccd ccesesdasws cadebbbanenmanet 224.80 
BO er er ey were $335.99 
Amount Due to American Association of Law Libraries............ $1,190.87 
COME k no.5-400 bo 05004445606n00000000ReREET EEE $335.99 
CS SOE GS ROINOND ook v5 chk unnseceeneseselseeas 650.00 985.99 





$204.88 

On motion this report was approved and ordered on file. 

I. O. Poole, Chairman of the Committee on the Index to Legal Periodi- 
cals and Law Library Journal, reported that the operation of the plan of making 
The Wilson Co. the business managers was working satisfactorily and that 
new business had been secured, and that more was expected when promptness 
of publication was obtained as was hoped for during 1915. It was further 
stated that the editorship of the 1915 volume had been placed in the hands 
of Miss G. E. Woodard, who had completed the compilation of the matter 
for the April number before the first of May, but the publication thereof had 
been delayed by the January number. 

On motion of Mr. Shaffer this report was approved and the Committee 
continued. 

On further motion of Mr. Shaffer the Committee was authorized and 
directed to take such steps as might be needed to encourage subscriptions. 

The President then announced that the Nominating Committee was ready 
to report, and retired from the chair calling Mr. Godard, the chairman of the 
Committee, to take his place. 

Mr Godard announced the following as the candidates for the several 
offices during the ensuing vear: 

For President— E. J. Lien, of the Minnesota State Library. 

For First Vice-President—C. Witt SHAFFER, of the Washington State 

Law Library. 
For Second Vice-President— Miss Frances A. Davis, of the Wyoming 
State Library. 

For Secretary—Miss GrertrupE E. Wooparp, of the Law Library, Uni- 

versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

For Treasurer—Epwarp H. Renstone, of the Social Law Library, Boston, 

Mass. 
For the Executive Committee-— 
M. J. Fercuson, of the California State Library. 
E. A. FEeaze, of the Cleveland Law Library Association. 
GAMBLE JorDAN, of the St. Louis Library Association. 
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On motion by Mr. Small the Acting Secretary was directed to cast one 
ballot for the above. 

This being done the chairman announced that the candidates as nominated 
were elected to serve for the ensuing year. 

President Lien resuming the chair announced that the Committee on the 
President's address would report. Mr. Small, the chairman, then reported 
as follows: 


To American Association of Law Libraries: 

Your Committee, to whom was referred the suggestions and recommen- 
dations made by the President in his annual address, have considered each item 
and respectfully report as follows: 

First, We concur in the recommendation that the Rawle manuscript be 
completed and published by the Association at the earliest date possible. 

Second, We appreciate the value of the early publication of the laws of 
the various States and urge the membership to use their influence in having 
the laws published in advance parts as soon as possible after their enactment. 
We recommend that a committee of three be appointed to bring this matter 
to the attention of the proper officials of the different States. 

Third, From time to time our Association has placed itself on record as 
advocating uniformity and simplicity in citations and the proper labeling of 
law books. We still stand for these features with even a greater emphasis, and 
we most heartily concur with our President in his recommendation protesting 
against the deviation made in the designation of the serial numbering of the 
L. R. A. series, the American Annotated Cases, Public Utilities reports, ete. 
We recommend that the secretary be instructed to enter a protest in the name 
of the Association to the publishers of the various series. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. J. SMALL, 
Committee < FRANCES A. Davis, 
Epwarp H. REpsTONE, 


Berkeley, California. June 5, 1915. 


G. E. Wire, chairman of the Committee on the Reprinting of Session 
Laws, presented the report of his Committee as follows: 


This Committee has nothing to report for the past year as no reprints have 
been made and so far as we know none are projected. 

In view of this lull in activity and also in view of the fact that no attempt 
can be made as an Association we most respectfully ask to be relieved of this 
duty and that the Committee be discharged. 
(Signed) G. E. Wire. 
June 1, 1915. 


On motion, this Committee was continued. 
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E. A. Feazel, chairman of the Committee on the Shelf Classification of 
Law Books, reported no activity for his Committee during the past vear. 

On motion, the Committee was continued. 

C. Will Shaffer then read a paper prepared by J. Oscar Emrich, of the 
Allegheny County Law Library, Pittsburgh, on “Uniformity in Cataloging.” 

M. J. Ferguson followed with a paper on “The Law Library of the 
Future,” prepared by Arthur C. Pulling of the Law Library, University of 
Minnesota. 

The report of A. J. Small, chairman of the Committee on Legal Bibliog- 
raphy, will appear in a subsequent issue of the Law Library Journal. 

On motion, this Committee was continued. 

On motion by Mr. Godard the following resolution was adopted: 


Resolved that the thanks of the American Association of Law Libraries 
be and are hereby tendered to our colleague, C. Will Shaffer, Law Librarian 
of the State of Washington, for the many services and courtesies rendered in 
arranging the program for these meetings; to Prof. Y. Uuyehara, of the Univer- 
sity of Meij, Tokio; Prof. Ellwood P. Cubberly of Leland Stanford, Jr., 
University, and to the others who have contributed to these several programs ; 
to the University of California, the local Committee of Arrangements, 
Miss Rosamond Parma, Librarian of the University of California Law Library, 
the representatives of the press, and to the others who have contributed towards 
our comfort, pleasure and profit during qur stay in California. 


On motion of Mr. Shaffer the Executive Committee was directed to repre- 
sent to the American Library Association that in the opinion of this Associ- 
ation a much larger attendance could be secured at our annual meetings if 
such meetings were held later in the year than the time fixed for this year’s 
meeting, and that we recommend that hereafter the annual meetings be held 
not earlier than June 15 of each year. 

On further motion by Mr. Shaffer, it was voted that the Executive 
Committee be authorized to pay the expense of this meeting. 

There being no further business the President declared the meeting 


adjourned sine die. 








DIFFERING FUNCTIONS AND LIMITATIONS OF LAW LIBRARIES* 


By G. E. Wire, Deputy Librarian, Worcester County Law Library, 
Worcester, Mass. 


There are several different types of law libraries and numerous differences 
per type, and then individual, geographical and financial variations in each and 
for each library. No one can nor does attempt to lay down any law for its 
fellow or neighbor. 

Roughly speaking we may list law libraries as state, law school and bar 
association, the three well known divisions. Then for Massachusetts certainly 
add county law libraries. These have been introduced more or less in Connecti- 
cut, Maine and Pennsylvania, and the supreme court and district law libraries 
of New York State approximate this type more than they do the bar associ- 
ation libraries. 

The state law libraries vary almost as much as do the states. Some are 
really supreme court libraries and named and known as such, others are a part, 
more or less loosely related, of the state library and others are the state library, 
as is the case in Wisconsin. In the South and West, until recently, in most 
cases, they seemed to be the biggest part of the state library. But whatever they 
are called and however they are administered, their career is cut out for them 
from the first. They must tontain a full line of United States supreme, circuit 
and district court reports, all of the state.reports, the English, Irish and Scotch 
reports and the necessary digests thereof. Also the West Reporter System and 
the necessary dictionaries and encyclopaedias of the law and a fairly complete 
line of recent American text books, and if possible more English text books 
than possible in a bar library of the same size and revenue. Their state reports 
and session laws come to them free, by exchange with other states, and they are 
so much favored on their book account. But as intimated above they usually 
do have to have English text books not found in ordinary bar libraries. 

Then each one must keep a full set of its state laws, session laws and 
revisions if possible, and also of other states as it may be able. The current 
volumes at least of session laws come in by exchange as do also the official 
compilations, although as to the latter the practice does not seem to be uniform. 
3eyond these they may and do branch out as fancy, money and circumstances 
direct. For example, New York State Law Library had at the time of its 
fire the largest collection of trials in the country, over 2000 volumes of collected 
trials besides individual trials. Massachusetts State Library has such a superb 
collection of session laws of the various states as to warrant the preparation 
and publication of the excellent check-list with which you are all well acquainted. 
Also its collection of foreign laws is unique and cannot be duplicated by any 
state library, without the shadow of a doubt. So much for their resources. 
Their administration charges are not excessive unless they undertake the legis- 
lative reference work. They are usually burdened with a printed catalog once 
in so often and a few have card catalogues. 


* Presented at the tenth annual meeting of the American Association of Law Libraries, held in 
Berkeley, Cal., June 3-5, 1915. 
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We pass from these to the law school libraries which vary about as much 
in size, scope, management, activity and usefulness as can be well imagined. 
In size, from a thousand to a hundred and fifty thousand volumes, in scope, 
from the mere collection of a few text books up to a full university and post 
graduate standard, and in management and usefulness we must be silent or we 
will be accused of being personal. 

The tvpe collection is one of United States and state reports, more or less 
comylete, some encyclopaedias and a few text books, say from 5000 to 10,000 
volumes. <A library of much less than 5000 volumes is not worth serious 
consideration. These libraries do not need to bother with session laws, really 
they are better without them. On the other hand they must duplicate their 
own state reports at least, if not triplicate and quadruplicate them. If the instruc- 
tion is on the case system, and this is the rule rather than the exception, text 
books are not desired, lest the boys find too easy road to the law. In the larger 
examples, 25,000 volumes up, we find some special collections like the Wheeler 
Library of Roman Law at Yale, and the Gary Library of Continental Law at 
Northwestern University, and of course at Harvard pretty much everything for 
it is preeminently the biggest law library in existence. Right here may I make 
a suggestion, and I do so with the distinct understanding that I am not looking 
for committee honors, and that is that some notes be made of the various fine 
collections of other than the reports and laws ordinarily to be found in law 
libraries of say 25,000 volumes, which are known to most of us as existing in 
the bigger and better law libraries—this to be in addition to the United States 
Bureau of Education Bulletin No. 23, 1912, Johnston and Mudge, Special 
collections in libraries in the United States. 

These libraries are limited in their scope as a general thing and their man- 
agement is governed by the environment of the library naturally. They are a 
necessity nowadays to a successful law school, just as a dispensary and hospital 
are necessary to a medical school which latter may do excellent work without 
much of a library. They seldom are burdened with printed catalogs and 
employ student help, so their overhead charges are not excessive. On the 
other hand their binding bills are liable to be quite large. 

Perhaps the most varying of all the types is that of the regular bar associ- 
ation libraries of our cities of 100,000 inhabitants more or less. These are really 
proprietary libraries, owned and operated by the bar associations, and the use 
is generally limited to the paying and a few, if any, honorary members. The 
larger ones vary in essentials but little from the same size law school libraries 
except in line of text books perhaps. Being so to speak private libraries (they 
certainly are owned by private corporations) they can and do branch out 
into a variety of subjects. Sometimes funds are left to them, the income to be- 
applied to special subjects. One of these libraries has so much money from: 
such a source that the librarian has the exalted and unusual privilege of having 
more or less of a hard time to spend it. I only wish more of us had that same 
trouble. Of course if a library of this type wants to spend its money on a 
collection of travels of Marco Polo it has a perfect right so to do, but that is no. 
reason why any other library should do so. 
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As a matter of fact however these libraries have to be open longer hours, 
and their operating expenses are heavier than are any other libraries, even the 
large university law libraries. Their buildings represent a large sum of money 
if they own, and if they lease the annual rentals are high. They must be properly 
administered and pages and messenger boys must be provided. Also in some 
cases the janitor service and elevators must be expensive and heat and light 
are great expenses. , 

It were a pity that in our larger cities these libraries could not be open 
to the public, and it is owing to this one fact, as I understand it, that the New 
York Public Library has lately opened a law department of its own, and they 
are only a New York block, 200 feet, across the street north from the famous 
Library of the Bar of the City of New York, one of the three largest law 
libraries in this country. 

Now I come to the class outside the pale, the county law libraries. This 
class of libraries is not generally reckoned on in the government classification 
for statistics, and yet thev do differ from the bar association libraries in some 
particulars. They exist in their best form in Massachusetts, but the idea has 
been copied in Connecticut and in Maine, and to some extent in Pennsylvania. 
To be short and concise, they are free public law libraries, supported by the 
county and open to every one who can read, just like any other public library. 
lor the most part they are put in the hands of law library associations and 
these are simply trustees, the books being bought with county money, and listed 
among the assets of the county, and the bills being filed with the county treasurer, 
and subject to the audit of the state controller of county accounts. As _ such 
public libraries thev are entitled to and do claim exemption from custom duties 
on books imported for their use, also they receive by law certain public docw- 
ments. They are of course located in the court houses and are given rooms, 
furniture, heat, light, water and in most cases janitor service by the county. 
Any one of these western states could copy the old Bay State and put an act 
on their statute books which would start scores and hundreds of law libraries 
where they are needed the most. California already has a county library system 
and it could be extended to both law and medical libraries. Colorado has traces 
of such a system. 

These county law libraries vary in size, organization, funds and effectiveness 
just like all other public libraries. For other and more details see a pamphlet 
on the subject printed by our library a few vears ago, which I shall be glad 
to send to any one who will write me for it. 

Now to some general and miscellaneous thoughts on the subject of differ- 
entiation of libraries. This I think we need to realize and recognize. Because 
one law library has a certain work or line of works is no reason why all law 
libraries should have them. It may be just the reason why they should not, and 
put their money into something else and borrow of the other fellow when occa- 
sion arises. This tends to solidarity and not to insularity. What is important 
for one library is not important for another and this I may add without prejudice. 
We have notes of an even one hundred dollars worth of text books on irrigation 
and water rights and on mines and mining which would be simply wasting our 
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money as a Massachusetts county law library to buy, but which are vitally 
important to even smaller libraries on this coast, in fact they are written and 
published for this coast. On the other hand I should not expect to find even in 
a few libraries on this coast certain books written and published on the Atlantic 
coast, some of them largely New England in their theory and application of the 
law. 

Because our neighbor, a large bar library having almost double our number 
of books and more than double our income, buys practically all United States 
and English books, all the local text books of the 48 odd states and territories 
and all the English text books, largeiy statutory, is all the more reason why we 
should not attempt any such thing. They will kindly loan us for a reasonable 
time any text book we do not have, thus helping us out when we need it. 

Without boasting we are the heaviest text book buyers, outside of Boston 
and Cambridge, in the state, and probably have 85 per cent of all late general 
United States text books. This is clearly and fairly our share just as 70 per cent 
of living law periodicals, Canadian English and United States is our share. We 
have reports and laws of all the states and territories, this goes without saying, 
and after that must pick and choose as to the compilations of laws and digests of 
reports of these states, and then must select wisely as we can in the matter of 
text books, and keep up certain lines of general books like the American Digest 
System, Cyclopedias, and Shepard’s Citations. 

Because a large university law school buys in all the languages and markets 
of the world is no reason why we should even think of such a thing. Their 
buying allowance for books is twice as much as our entire budget and yet we 
have had readers, mostly young men not yet admitted, say “So and so has it.” 
What if they have it is no rule for us. An agent will frequently come in and 
say “I sold so and so to such a county law library and you ought to have it, 
you are larger than they.’’ Just the reason why in many cases we do not need 
it, for they have not as full a line of reports and cases as we have. 

I believe in a separate individuality for each library, some specialty which 
may develop from local pride, or an endowment, or from some local customs or 
local demands. One of our specialties is our circulation feature. We circulate 
all our state reports except Massachusetts, all our text books, periodicals and 
documents, and everything but session laws, digests, compiled laws and diction- 
aries, and these go out on a pinch. Regularly we are open to circulation of from 
75 to 80 per cent of our 32,000 volumes. 

Then another of our specialties is the use by the laymen. The newspapers 
have most kindly given us much free advertising with the result that we have 
some difficult problems to solve not always strictiy legal. 

We do have our consolations as well as our limitations after all. And for 
one I am most glad and thankful for our limitations of money, shelf room and 
constituency. I firmly believe in each library having a fixed policy and living 
up to it, and in closing this paper wish to emphasize the fact that our limitations 
often take the place of this policy. Is it not better for a library to develop 
systematically along fixed lines and within a limited area of usefulness, than 
to wander aimlessly along buying here and there, and having a ragged series 
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of gaps instead of a set of well ordered volumes on its shelves? Is it not better 
and more satisfactory to realize our functions and our limitations and _ stand- 
ardize our libraries as much as possible? Is it not true that few libraries do 
grow regularly and coordinately? Certainly after the first 5000 or 10,000 
volumes much of the later growth is liable to be irregular and spasmodic, is 
it not? At any rate we can orient ourselves from time to time, and take account 
of stock as it were in these annual meetings, and some of us are glad and 


thankful for our limitations. 
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NOTES ON LEGAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


‘“ The most useful knowledge concerning the law is to know where to find it ’’ 


(Law librarians and others are requested to send notes appropriate for this page to 
Frederick C. Hicks, Law Librarian, Columbia University, New York City.) 











The purpose of this department of the Law 
Library Journal is to record bibliographical in- 
formation which will aid in finding and using the 
books that contain the law.* 





LEGAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Hearnshaw, F. J. C. 


Legal literature—essay and bibliography. 
(Jn Cambridge history of English lit- 
erature. New York, G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, 1907. v. 8, p. 354-374, 521-527.) 
Covers period from 600 A:D. through the seven- 
teenth century. 


Hone, Nathaniel J. 
Bibliography of manorial literature. 
(In his The manor and manorial records. 
New York, E. P. Dutton & Co., 1906. 
p. 312-322.) 


Macray, William Dunn. 
Report on MSS. in the library of the 
Inner Temple. 
(Jn Great Britain. Historical Manu- 
scripts Commission. London, H. M. 
Stationery office, 1888. 11th Report, Ap- 
pendix, pt. 7, p. 227-308.) 
Lists many MSS., Year-books, law reports, statutes, 
monographs, trials and state papers. 


Reece, Ernest J. 

State documents for libraries. Urbana, 

University of Illinois, 1915. 8vo. 163p. 

Contains much information valuable for law _ li- 

brarians, including (1) a list of the latest compiled 
statutes for each state; (2) a table showing when legis- 
lative sessions are held and the title of the session 
laws for each state; (3) a list of state manuals or 
“blue-books’”; (4) the method of distributing docu- 
ments in the various states; (5) a list of the sources 
of information about state documents; and (6) a list 
of compilations of state official literature. 


Turk, Milton H. 
sibliography (of 
Alfred). 
(In his The legal code of Alfred the 
Great. Halle, E. Karras, 1890. p. 3-9.) 


Manuscripts, editions of the code, extracts from the 
code, translations. 


the laws of King 


Presidents’ addresses—Annual addresses— 
Papers read (1889-1914). 
(Jn Virginia State Bar Association. Re- 
port, 1914. v. 17, p. 307-314.) 


Clayton, Herbert V. 
Index to the Kansas Bar Association 
Proceedings, 1866-1914. 
(In Kansas Bar Association. 
ings, I9I4. p. 129-179.) 


Very full subject and author index. 


Proceed- 


* Supplementing Aids to the Study and Use of Law Books. 





CASE LAW 
United States 


Report of the Committee on law reporting 
and digesting. ae 
(Jn American Bar Association. 
1914. V. 39, P. 527-530.) Core 

Advocates shorter opinions and the publication of 

a selection of cases only. 


Report of the Committee on legal publica- 
tions. 
(Jn New York State Bar Association. 
Proceedings, 1914. v. 37, p. 374-382.) 
Deals with the method of publishing the Combined 
Official Series of New York State reports and session 
laws. A bill was introduced in the New York Legis- 
lature, 1915 (Senate bill 364, Assembly bill 279) 
Ps ee y | a commission of twelve persons to be ap- 
pointed by the Governor to propose to the Legislature 
a plan for reducing the accumulation of law reports.” 
It passed both houses, but was vetoed by the Governor. 


Wire, George E. 
Numbering tables for the law reports of 
the United States. 
(In Seventeenth Annual Report of the 
Worcester County law library. March, 
1915. p. 10-16.) 

Supplementary to tables given in the Report for 
1907, and covering the following sets: U. S. Supreme 
Court Reports; District of Columbia Circuit and Su- 
preme Court Reports; Massachusetts, Mississippi and 
New Jersey State Reports. Dr. Wire’s report for 1907 
contains tables for Kentucky, Louisiana, Tennessee 
and Virginia. 


Report, 


British and British Colonial 


Maxwell, W. Harold. 
A complete list of British and Colonial 
law reports and legal periodicals ar- 
ranged in chronological order with bib- 
liographical notes, and current editions 
of British and Colonial statute law and 
digests. London, Sweet & Maxwell, 
1913. 8vo. vi, 88p. 


Henderson, James S. _ 
Sir Gregory Lewin 
(1822-1838. 2v.) 
(In Juridical Review. v. 26, p. 448-53. 
December, 1914.) : 

Quotes inaccurate and humorous passages. 

Kent, James. ean att 
Of reports of judicial decisions. 

(In his Commentaries on American law. 
Lecture 21, v. I.) 

Deals chiefly with English reports. 
The literary side of the law reports. _ 
(In Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine. 
v. 185, p. 506-519, April, 1909.) 

Deals with the first four series of Scotch Session 

Cases, 1821-08. 


New York, Baker, Voorhis & Co., 1913. 


and his reports 
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Ram, James. 
Of reports. 
(Jn his Science of legal judgment. New 
York, Baker, Voorhis & Co., 1871. p. 
174-195.) 
Mentions older British reports which possess little 
authority. 


Reference table whereby the corresponding 
reference of any year of the English 
Reports Annotated will be traced. 
(Jn English Reports Annotated, 
v. 2, pt. 2, end.) 


1866. 


Reporters and reporting 

(Jn Law Magazine and Law 

Vv. 9, p. 321-343, August 1860.) 

A review of Wallace, The Reporters, 

comment on the accuracy of the English reports, and 
an alphabetical table of reports, with citations of 
“nearly all the occasions in which the _ reporters 
named have been characterized or commented upon by 
judges and other authorities.’ 


Review. 


3d ed, with 


Westlake, John. 


On legal reporting. 


(Jn Papers read before the Juridical 
Society, 1858-1863. London, William 
Maxwell, 1863. v. 2, p. 745-757.) 


A plea for official reporting, because it is in fact a 


part of law making. 


Regnal Years 


Table of regnal years and chapters. 
(Jn Chitty’s Statutes of practical utility. 
6th ed. London, Sweet & Maxwell, 1913. 
v. 16, p. 53-77. 
Covers reigns from 
to I9gII. 


Henry III to George V, 1235 


A table of English regnal years, accom- 
panied by a corresponding chronological 
presentation of the succession of chief 
magistrates for New Hamphire in the 
colonial and province period, 1620-177 


(Jn Laws of New Hampshire. Ed. be 
A. S. Batchellor. haragy cg a J. Bz 
Clarke Co., 1904. v. I, p. Ixxix-Ixxxvii.) 


Give names of Governess, "Lieutenant Governors, 


and “Actual Administrators.’ 


STATUTORY LAW 


United States 


Butler, William Allen. 
The Revision of the statutes of the 
State of New York, and the revisers. An 
address delivered before the Association 
of the Bar of the City of New York, 
January 22, 1889. New York, Banks & 
sros., 1889. 4to. iii, 100p. 
Refers to Revised Statutes of 1820, prepared by 
John Duer, Benjamin F. Butler, and John C. Spencer. 
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Hildeburn, Charles R. 


Bibliographical nute (to Laws 


and acts of 


New York. New York, William Brad. 

ford, 1694). 

(Jn Grolier Club reprint. New York, 

1894. p. clili-clviii.) 

Lists the known copies of this volume of New 

York laws. 
Mallonee, L. Dee. 

Revised statutes and codes. 

(Jn American Law Review. 48, p. 37- 


49, Jan.-Feb., 1904.) 

States and criticises the method employed by the 
states in issuing their laws, distinguishing between 
Codes, Revisions, Compilations, and Session laws, 
Table of uniform commercial 

pared by committee on 
judicial decisions, October 14, 
(Jn 


statutes pre- 
unitormity of 
1914. 
American Bar Association Journal, 
v. I, p. 52-55, January, I915.) 
Negotiable instruments act, ‘Warehouse 
Stock transfer act, Bills of lading act, 


Bates, Frank G. 
Municipal ordinances 
(Jn Special libraries. v. 
1914.) 
Table showing present status of the publication and 
distribution of municipal documents in cities of the 
United States of more than 25,000 inhabitants. 


British and British Colonial 


Catalogue of printed collections, transla- 
tions and abridgments of the statutes of 
England and Great Britain (1481-1762). 
—Printed sessional publications of the 
statutes of England (1483-1706). 

(/n Great Britain. Statutes of the realm, 
1810. v. I, p. xlix-lviii.) 

The lists are chronologically arranged according to 
dates of printing, with printers’ names, title or de- 
scription of volumes, and size, in parallel columns. 
The items are further described in introductory text 
to which the lists are appended. 


Best, W. M. 


Codification of the laws of England. 


receipts act, 
Sales act. 


and documents. 
5, p. 12-21, Jan. 


(In Papers read before the Juridical 
Society, 1855-1858. London, V. & R. 
Stevens & G. S. Norton, 1858 v. 1, DB 


209-240.) 
Hawkins, F. Vaughan. 
Digests and codes with reference to law 
reform, 
(Jn Papers read before the Juridical 
Society, —_ 1870. London, Wildy & 
Sons, 1871. . 3. p. 110-128.) 
Defines a code as a re-expression of existing law 
without altering its content. 


Marshall, Walker. 
Codification. 


(In Papers read before the Juridical 
Society, 1858-1863. London, William 
Maxwell, 1863. v. 2, p. 496-504.) 


Canada 


Check list of the statutes of the Dominion 
of Canada, the Provinces, the earlier 
legislatures and Newfoundland. To- 
ronto, Carswell Co. (1908). 8vo, 52p. 

Covers period from 1758-1908. 





